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Directions:
PART 1
Read the poem at right. Then together, on a separate
sheet of paper, answer the questions below. Use a
dictionary, Internet resources, and your own ideas.

DRAGONFLY BACKGROUND
Dragonflies are found around
freshwater habitats such as lakes,
streams, ponds, and small wetlands.
The life cycle of dragonflies can be
from six months to seven years.They
spend most of their life in the larval
form under the water, using gills to

breathe. In the flying adult stage,
dragonflies have strong transparent
wings, a long body, and large eyes
with a 360… field of vision.They are the
world s most skilled and fastest flying
insects. Some can fly up to 97 km/h
(60 m.p.h.). Adult dragonflies eat flies,
bees, small insects, and are predators

of harmful insects, such as the
mosquito. The dragonfly is valued 
in Africa because it eats the malaria-
carrying mosquito. On your classroom
poster, you can see a drawing of
dragonflies chasing a mosquito.What
might each of these insects be saying,
if they could talk?

STUDENT REPRODUCIBLE A

we give together malaria: the cause 

STUDENT REPRODUCIBLE B STUDENT REPRODUCIBLE C

stories of hope: dragonfly and mosquito
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RESOLUTION:
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SETTING:
AFRICA

PROTAGONIST:
DRAGONFLY

ANTAGONIST:
MOSQUITO

tree of giving

1 ¥ Write your goal next to the tree trunk (example:
stop litter). 2 ¥ Who can help you reach your goal?
Write their names next to the roots. 3 ¥ Next to the
branches, list ideas for how your team can creatively
address the problem. 4 ¥ What results do you hope

to see? Write your answers next to the leaves.
5 ¥ What other resources might help? Write these
next to the sun and the rain. 6 ¥ Can you foresee
anything or anyone who might stand in your way?
Write this obstacle next to the ax.

Directions:

Not what we give, but what we share,

For the gift without the giver is bare;

Who gives himself with his alms feeds three,

Himself, his hungering neighbor, and me.

JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL (1819—1891)

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

• Use what you have learned about
folktales to write and illustrate 
your own story of hope.

• Idea 1: Mosquito is spreading malaria.
He tries to trick dragonfly, but dragonfly
wins in the end and succeeds in stopping
malaria.

• Idea 2: Invent your own tale involving
another issue (hunger) and different
characters (lion and mouse).

• On the lines, jot notes about rising action,
climax, falling action, and resolution.

• Share your story plan with your teacher
before you begin writing and drawing.

FOR USE WITH LESSON 1 FOR USE WITH LESSON 2 FOR USE WITH LESSON 4 FOR USE WITH LESSONS 5 & 6

Questions:
1.What are alms? 

2. How can there be a gift without a giver ? Explain.

3.What kinds of gifts is the speaker talking about? Are
these gifts that you can buy at a store?

4.There is an expression: It is better to give than to
receive. Why? What does this mean to you? 

5.What gifts do you give your friends, family, and
others that include you as part of the gift? 

THANKS TO SCIENCE, we can help others by better
understanding the world around us. More than 100 years
ago, British scientist Ronald Ross found the malaria para-
site in mosquitoes and proved that they were responsible
for transmitting malaria parasites to humans. In 1902, he
won the Nobel Prize for his work. Now you will go on a
Cyberhunt to find out how malaria is spread.

Directions:
1.Follow your teacher s directions to visit

www.howstuffworks.com/malaria. Read the article 
H ow Malaria Work s carefully and thoughtfully.

2.When you are finished reading, use the back of this
sheet to answer the questions at left. Then label the
diagram below (place the number of each stage on 
the diagram in the correct location).You may refer
back to the web site to help you.Questions:

1.What is malaria?  

2. Malaria is under control on most continents.
Which continent has a malaria crisis?

3. How is malaria spread?

4.What is a vector insect? 

5.Where do malaria parasites multiply? 
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PART 2
Next, choose a problem or cause together. For example:

We d like to help kids who don t have any books. What
gift can each person give? One person might write,
My gift is that I can donate used books to the library.
Share the finished puzzle with your teacher.

Stages of Malaria:
1. Infected mosquito bites a human.

2. Parasite enters the bloodstream 
and travels rapidly to the liver.

3. Parasite starts multiplying in liver. It then 
comes out of the liver, gets into the bloodstream,
attaches to and enters red blood cells,
and multiplies further.

4. Parasite-infected blood cells burst.The human 
gets sick. Parasites find other red blood cells 

to infect, and multiply further.
5. Another mosquito ingests 

the infected person s blood,
and then flies off to carry 

the parasite to a 
new human.
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