
Sources: NCTE, www.ncte.org/about/over/standards/110846.htm; McREL, www.mcrel.org/standards-benchmarks/index.asp; 
NCTM, http://standards.nctm.org/document/appendix/numb.htm.

STUDENT REPRODUCIBLE
Grades 4–8

Visit MLB.com/BREAKINGBARRIERS for additional copies of this contest entry page and for complete Official Rules.

April 15 of every year marks the anniversary of Jackie
Robinson breaking the color barrier in baseball in
1947. The Breaking Barriers Essay Contest is 
a chance for students in grades 4–8 to share 
their personal stories and show how they use 
Jackie Robinson’s values to face their own barriers.

. Write an essay* about a barrier that you have faced. Explain
how you used one or more of Jackie Robinson’s nine values
(listed below) to face this barrier. 
• courage •persistence •justice
• determination •integrity •commitment
• teamwork •citizenship •excellence

2. On each entry, include the following information:
• student’s name •school name
• student’s grade •school city/state
• teacher’s name

3. Mail completed essays to:
Breaking Barriers Essay Contest 
Scholastic Inc.
P.O. Box 713
New York, NY 10013-0713

All entries must be postmarked by March 2, 2009.
*All essays must be factual and based on the student’s real-life
experience. Fictional stories will be disqualified.
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You Could Win:
• A trip to the 2009 Major

League Baseball® All-Star
Game® in St. Louis, MO

• A laptop computer for
you and one for your
teacher

• A class visit from 
Sharon Robinson,
daughter of Jackie
Robinson, and a class
set of her book 
Promises to Keep

Write About a Barrier
You Have Faced

How to Enter:

M
aj

or
Le

ag
ue

B
as

eb
al

lt
ra

d
em

ar
ks

an
d

co
p

yr
ig

ht
s

ar
e

us
ed

w
ith

p
er

m
is

si
on

of
M

aj
or

Le
ag

ue
B

as
eb

al
lP

ro
p

er
tie

s,
In

c.
©

/T
M

20
09

Th
e

O
ffi

ce
of

th
e

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
of

B
as

eb
al

l.
A

ll
rig

ht
s

re
se

rv
ed

.
P

ho
to

:
M

aj
or

Le
ag

ue
B

as
eb

al
l.

2008 Grand Prize Essay Contest Winner Amanda West with Derek Jeter
and Sharon Robinson at the 2008 MLB All-Star Game in New York City.

ESSAY
CONTEST

RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. All students who are legal residents of the United States and Canada (excluding Quebec) and who are currently enrolled in
grades 4-8 are eligible to enter, except for those who have family members employed by Major League Baseball Properties, Inc., Major League Baseball Enterprises,
Inc., MLB Advanced Media, L.P., MLB Advanced Media, Inc., MLB Media Holdings, Inc., MLB Media Holdings, L.P., MLB Online Services, Inc., the Office of the
Commissioner of Baseball (the “BOC”), the Major League Baseball Clubs, Major League Baseball Players Association, or Scholastic Inc. (“Scholastic”). Limit one 
entry per person. All entries become the property of the BOC and will not be returned.
Selection of Winners: Essays will be evaluated on the following criteria: how well the essay expresses the student’s barrier; how well the essay expresses how one
or more of the values—courage, determination, teamwork, persistence, integrity, citizenship, justice, commitment, and excellence—is used to face and/or overcome
the barrier; how well the essay is organized to express what the writer wants to say; how effective the essay is in expressing the writer’s point of view. Correct
grammar and spelling will also be considered. Entries submitted will be judged by Scholastic and the BOC. Winners will be notified on or about March 26, 2009. 
All winners and their respective parent/legal guardian will be required to sign, notarize, and return an affidavit of eligibility/release of liability within ten (10) days
of date of notification or an alternate winner may be selected.
Prizes: One (1) GRAND PRIZE winner will receive a trip for two to the 2009 MLB All-Star Game in St. Louis, MO; a laptop computer and 
a laptop computer for his/her teacher; a class visit from Sharon Robinson; and one class set of Promises to Keep books and Breaking Barriers 
T-shirts. Four (4) FIRST PRIZE winners (two in grades 4–5 and two in grades 6–8) will each receive a laptop computer and a laptop computer
for his/her teacher; a class visit from Sharon Robinson; and one class set of books and T-shirts. Four (4) SECOND PRIZE winners (two in grades 
4–5 and two in grades 6–8) will each receive a laptop computer, and one class set of Promises to Keep books and Breaking Barriers T-shirts. 
In the event of prize unavailability, a prize of equal or greater value will be awarded as determined by the sole discretion of BOC. No cash
substitutions for prizes. Prizes are nontransferable. Void where prohibited.

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4

Language Arts (National Council of Teachers of English)
Students apply a wide range of strategies to
comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate texts • • •
Students adjust their use of spoken, written,
and visual language to communicate effectively • •
Students employ a wide range of strategies 
as they write and use different writing process elements •
Social Studies (Mid-Continent Research for Education and Learning)
Students understand that specific individuals and the
values those individuals held had an impact on history • •
Students understand that specific individuals had a great
impact on history • •
Math (National Council of Teachers of Mathematics)
Students work flexibly with fractions, decimals, and
percents to solve problems •
Students represent and analyze patterns and functions,
using words, tables, and graphs •

Alignment with National Standards

 


