
Welcome,
Educators!
Students have colorful imaginations that
should be encouraged. Your creative
classroom is a perfect place to nurture
their bold and original ideas using colorful
dry erase boards.

Color Your Classroom is a program that builds
writing skills while fostering creativity. Created by the
people of EXPO Dry Erase Markers, this program has
language-arts-themed lessons and reproducibles
that help students:

• review the parts of persuasive writing
• build persuasive vocabulary for effective 

communication
• identify examples of persuasive writing in

different media

Encourage students to write creatively and continue
to share their ideas all year long!

Phil Dolci
EXPO

Creative
Classrooms
AreColorful
Colors stimulate the imagination!
Studies have shown that the use 
of color in classrooms can increase
student performance, well-being,
and attentiveness. One study found
that introducing colors into a
classroom environment decreased
off-task behaviors (e.g., daydreaming)
by 22 percent.1 Bringing color into
your classroom can help your students
become more focused learners.

Dry erase markers can help students
absorb information more easily,
remember it more readily, and not
worry about making mistakes—
since they can easily erase them! In a
colorful learning environment,
students of all levels will be able to
participate more fully with the
whole class.

Here are some easy-to-implement
ideas to help you color your
classroom:

1. Create charts and graphs

2. Draw graphic organizers

3. Revise and edit writing drafts

4. Highlight key information

By using colorful dry erase markers,
you can create a more interactive
learning environment!

1. Grangaard, Ellen,“Effects of Color and Light on
Selected Elementary Students,” doctoral
dissertation, University of Nevada-Las Vegas, 1993.
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CURRICULUM STANDARDS & BENCHMARKS FOR GRADES 9–12

Language Arts: Writing Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3

Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process

• Prewriting: Uses a variety of prewriting strategies • •

• Drafting and Revising: Uses a variety of strategies to draft and revise written work •

• Editing and Publishing: Uses a variety of strategies to edit and publish written work •

• Uses strategies to adapt writing for different purposes •

• Writes persuasive compositions that address problems/solutions or causes/effects •

Uses the stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing

• Uses precise and descriptive language that clarifies and enhances ideas and supports 
different purposes • •

• Uses paragraph form in writing • •

• Uses a variety of sentence structures and lengths •

Uses grammatical and mechanical conventions in written compositions

• Uses adjectives in written compositions • •

• Uses conventions of spelling in written compositions •

• Uses appropriate format in written compositions •

Understands the characteristics and components of the media

• Understands different aspects of advertising in media • • •

Language Arts: Reading

Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process

• Uses context to understand figurative, idiomatic, and technical meanings of terms • •

• Extends general and specialized reading vocabulary •

• Understands writing techniques used to influence the reader and accomplish an 
author’s purpose • • •

Sources: NCTE (National Council of Teachers of English), IRA (International Reading Association), McREL (Mid-Continent Research for Education and Learning).
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2007 Expo Classroom Makeover Contest CONDENSED RULES. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN.

The 2007 Expo Classroom Makeover Contest (the “Contest”) begins at 12:00:00 a.m. Central Standard Time (“CST”) on January 21, 2007, and ends at 11:59:59 p.m. Central Daylight Time
(“CDT”) on October 15, 2007 (the “Promotion Period”). During the Promotion Period, there will be two entry periods for two separate prize pools (each an “Entry Period”). All entries for Entry
Period #1 must be received between 12:00:00 a.m. CST on January 21, 2007, and 11:59:59 p.m. CDT on April 1, 2007, and all entries for Entry Period #2 must be received between 12:00:00
a.m. CDT on April 2, 2007, and 11:59:59 p.m. CDT on October 15, 2007. For complete Official Rules and to enter, visit www.expomarkers.com. Complete the online entry form and submit along
with (a) an original essay of 100 words or less (written in English) describing why entrant’s classroom deserves a makeover (“Essay”), and (b) a photograph (“Photo”) of entrant’s classroom,
which demonstrates the need for a makeover. No other method of entry will be accepted or acknowledged. The Contest is open only to K–12 teachers employed by a state-accredited
educational institution (public or private) in the 50 United States or D.C. who are legal residents of the 50 United States or D.C., and are 21 years of age or older as of 1/20/07. All entries will be
judged based on the following equally weighted criteria: (a) most compelling story with regard to need for a classroom makeover as set forth in Essay, (b) need for a classroom makeover based
upon the Photo, and (c) creativity of Essay content. The five (5) highest-scoring entries for each Entry Period shall be declared the “finalists.” The five finalists for Entry Period #1 will be
determined on or about April 9, 2007. The five finalists for Entry Period #2 will be determined on or about October 22, 2007. Each of the finalists will then have his or her Essay and Photo,
along with their first and last name, school name, and state of residency posted online at www.expomarkers.com. The public may then visit the Web site and vote for the entrant who needs a
classroom makeover most. Voting for Entry Period #1 begins at 12:00:00 a.m. CDT on April 25, 2007, and ends at 11:59:59 p.m. CDT on June 4, 2007. Voting for Entry Period #2 begins at
12:00:00 a.m. CDT on October 31, 2007, and ends at 11:59:59 p.m. CST on December 3, 2007. Limit one vote per person per Entry Period. Limit one vote per e-mail address per Entry
Period. Two (2) Grand Prize Awards: For each Entry Period, the school named on the entry form of the finalist who receives the most votes during the applicable Voting Period will receive a
Grand Prize consisting of a $25,000 classroom makeover. Eight (8) First Place Prizes: A First Place Prize consisting of a $5,000 classroom makeover will be awarded to each of the schools
named on the entry forms of the four non-Grand-Prize-winning finalists in each Entry Period. SPONSOR: Sanford, L.P., 2707 Butterfield Rd., Oak Brook, IL 60523

Before

“I now have a classroom that 
is colorful, inviting, and a great place 

to learn.”  Shannon O’Grady, 2005 Expo
Classroom Makeover Winner

After

Teachers:
Enter for a Chance to Win a

$25,000 Classroom Makeover!

Teachers:
Enter for a Chance to Win a

$25,000 Classroom Makeover!

“I now have a classroom that 
is colorful, inviting, and a great place 

to learn.”  Shannon O’Grady, 2005 Expo
Classroom Makeover Winner
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