
Picture yourself riding the rails across the Illinois countryside! You are taking a train
trip across your home state. Send postcards to your friends from the places you

visited that describe what you saw and learned during your vacation.

1 Choose four locations from the list or from
your own knowledge of Illinois landmarks.
Mark them on your map.

2 Research each place and take notes below
describing what you would see and learn on
your imaginary visit. Remember to include the
names of your sources.

3 Get four index cards from your teacher and
create postcards using your notes. On one
side, draw or cut out photos of the landmarks
you selected; on the other side, write a short
three- to four-sentence letter to your
classmates describing what you learned about
each place.
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PERFECT POSTCARDS

It’s 1825 and you can feel the excitement in the air. A boom of interest in invention,
industry, and scientific exploration is sweeping across Europe and the United States.

Simultaneously, United States territories are expanding westward. The circumstances are
ideal for perfecting a faster, more reliable form of transportation for people and cargo.
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THE RISE OF RAILROADS
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Illinois Landmarks
1. Lovejoy Homestead (Princeton, IL)

2. Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library
and Museum (Springfield, IL)

3. Cahokia Mounds (Collinsville, IL)

4. Shawnee National Forest 
(Southern IL)

5. Sears Tower (Chicago, IL)

6. Farm Creek Section 
(East Peoria, IL)

7. Ulysses S. Grant Home (Galena, IL)

8. Hull-House Museum (Chicago, IL)

9. Lincoln Tomb (Springfield, IL)

10. Rock Island Arsenal Museum 
(Rock Island, IL)

11. University of Illinois Observatory
(Urbana, IL)

12. Lyman Trumbull House (Alton, IL)

13. Old State Capitol (Springfield, IL)

14. Old Main, Knox College 
(Galesburg, IL)

15. Morrow Plots, University of Illinois
(Urbana, IL)

Research Notes

1. __________________________________________________________
(name of place)

Postcard Ideas:

Source:

2. __________________________________________________________
(name of place)

Postcard Ideas:

Source:

3. __________________________________________________________
(name of place)

Postcard Ideas:

Source:

4. _________________________________________________________
(name of place)

Postcard Ideas:

Source:

Bonus!
For extra credit, finish planning your train trip using the station stops 
and schedules at www.amtrak.com!

Discover All Your Options
Use research to learn everything you can about railroad history during your assigned time period. When you find an
appropriate event, person, or invention, write it on the lines below.

Build Your Timeline
Now look at your list of railroad events, people, and inventions. Research the national events occurring during the time
period that the events/people/inventions were from. Try to identify links between the items listed on your timeline and
the time period in which they occurred. Then use the lines below to record the six “railroad events” that you think are
most important.

Create Your Timeline and Report
Use colorful poster board, markers, and photos to create a timeline of U.S. railroad history that includes at least ten different
facts that you’ve researched. Then write a one- to two-page report that describes your timeline and conclusions.

1. Event:

Source:

2. Event:

Source:

3. Event:

Source:

4. Event:

Source:

5. Person:

Source:

6. Person:

Source:

7. Person:

Source:

8. Invention:

Source:

9. Invention:

Source:

10. Invention:

Source:

1. Event:

Why it is important:

2. Event:

Why it is important:

3. Person:

Why he/she is important:

4. Person:

Why he/she is important:

5. Invention:

Why it is important:
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6. Invention:

Why it is important:




