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Teaching Guide and
Classroom Poster

Grades 3–5

Welcome to the world of Kit Kittredge. Scholastic

has teamed up with American Girl and

Picturehouse to create this standards-based

educational program. Inspired by the major

motion picture Kit Kittredge: An American Girl,

this program teaches your students valuable skills

such as observation and deduction. In addition,

this program strengthens your students’ reading

and writing abilities. The program also

champions Kit’s best qualities: curiosity,

compassion, and optimism. We hope you and your

students enjoy this interactive, educational

introduction to the life and times of Kit Kittredge!

Yours truly,

Scholastic American Girl Picturehouse

Dear Teacher,

Extra! Extra! Ten-Year-Old Turns Town on Its Ear!

Welcome to the world of Kit Kittredge.
The Great Depression has brought many
changes to her hometown of Cincinnati,
but Kit remains optimistic.

Kit is a caring girl who uses her skills as an
observer and writer to help others. Her

notebook is always in hand, and she knows
the importance of getting the facts straight.

Abigail Breslin and Julia Ormond in
KIT KITTREDGE: An American Girl

Abigail Breslin in

KIT KITTREDGE:

An American Girl

Culminating Activity

Inside You’ll Find:

Lesson Plans Reproducible Activities Classroom Poster
Meets National Standards for Social Studies and Language Arts

Work with a partner and use the skills you have learned to become

“journalists of the past.” Use your local library or the Internet to

research a person, place, or event from the Great Depression.

Follow these steps to complete the project:

1. Choose a topic. Remember that the Great Depression happened

in the 1930s and affected every region of the country. Topic:

2. Take notes. Write down important information that you come across in your research.

3. Draw it! On the back of this sheet, sketch an illustration or attach a photo to accompany

your article.

4. Write your article. Once you’ve gathered

the facts on your topic, write a one-page

newspaper article. Make sure that your

article includes a headline and a lead

paragraph, in addition to the body. The body

is a few paragraphs that add information to

the lead paragraph. Remember that the best

reporting includes facts, not opinions.

Don’t forget to use the five Ws!

Today in the Register

JOURNALISTS OF THE PAST!
Page

News................................... 1, 2, 3 & 4

Weather............................................... 1

Radio Programming........................ 2

Based on 
KIT KITTREDGE: 

An American Girl,
an exciting new major
motion picture coming

to theatres July 2, 2008!
www.kitkittredge.com

People waiting in line for food.

CURRICULUM STANDARDS & BENCHMARKS FOR GRADES 3–5

Language Arts Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Culminating

Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process

Evaluates own and others’ writing x x x

Writes narrative accounts, such as poems and stories x x x

Writes personal letters (e.g., includes the date, address, greeting, body, and
closing; addresses envelopes; includes signature) x

Gathers and uses information for research purposes

Uses a variety of strategies to plan research x x

Uses strategies to gather and record information for research topics (e.g., uses
notes, maps, charts, graphs, tables, and other graphic organizers; paraphrases and
summarizes information; gathers direct quotes; provides narrative descriptions)

x x

Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process

Makes, confirms, and revises simple predictions about what will be found in a text x

Social Studies

Understands how democratic values came to be, and how they have
been exemplified by people, events, and symbols

Understands how people have helped make the community a better place to live
(e.g., helping the homeless)

x x

Understands the causes of the Great Depression and how it affected
American society

Understands economic aspects of the Great Depression (e.g., the factors that
contributed to the Great Depression; the effects of the depression) x x

Understands the environmental and social impact of the Great Depression x x

Source: McREL (Mid-Continent Research for Education and Learning).
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Visit www.kitkittredge.com to learn more about Kit and her new major motion picture coming to theatres July 2!

Abigail Breslin in
KIT KITTREDGE:
An American Girl




