
Causes and Effects of the Great Depression

1. What was the effect of businesses failing?

2. What event on the chart was both a cause and an effect?

3. What might be another effect of people losing their jobs?

PART 2: Use your knowledge of the Great Depression to write

newspaper headlines that might have appeared during the 1930s.

Write 3–5 headlines on the back of this sheet. Choose your

favorite and write it on the newspaper below. Remember that a

newspaper headline should be as short and clear as possible.

PART 1: Use this cause and effect chart about the Great Depression to answer the questions below.

Today in the Register

“NOT SO GREAT!”

Page

News................................... 1, 2, 3 & 4

Weather............................................... 1

Radio Programming........................ 2

Reproducible 1
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Reproducible 2
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Reproducible 3

LESSON 2: The Five Ws

Time Required: One 40-minute class

period

Lesson Objectives:
Students will learn about the five Ws of

journalism. They will also practice

writing and reporting skills.

Lesson Steps:
1. Write the word article on the board.

Guide students to define article as “a

story in a newspaper.” Explain that

people who write articles are called

journalists. Tell students that most

articles are based on facts.

2. Distribute Reproducible 2 Reporting:

Live from the Scene! Point out the

box listing the five Ws of article-

writing. Review each W and its

definition. Tell students that

journalists use the five Ws to

organize facts in an article. If time

permits, ask students to share

sentences that answer one or more

of the five Ws. Ask other students to

tell the class which Ws were

answered.
3. Direct students to Part 1 of the

reproducible. Read the directions

aloud, then allow students 5–10

minutes to complete the task.

Regroup and review the list of five

Ws as a class.
4. Instruct students to use their lists

from Part 1 to complete the second

part of the reproducible. Give

students 15 minutes to complete the

paragraph. Then, ask for volunteers

to read their paragraphs aloud.

Extension:
Bring in copies of current newspaper

articles for students to review. Divide

students into groups of 3–5 and provide

each group with an article. Tell students

to read the lead paragraph of the article

and find the five Ws in the paragraph.

Have each group share the five Ws in

their paragraph with the class.

Bonus Activity:
Teach your students about an important

part of journalism: interviewing!

Distribute Bonus Activity 2. Review

the instructions with your class and

answer questions they may have about

the interview process.

LESSON 1: The Great Depression

Time Required: One 40-minute class period

Lesson Objectives:
Students will learn about the history of the Great

Depression. They will also determine cause and

effect and practice letter writing.

Lesson Steps:
1. Explain to students that in the 1920s (about

85 years ago) America was a very wealthy

place. Businesses grew and people had a lot

of money to spend. However, by 1930,

businesses had made more goods than people

could buy. These businesses started to fail

and many people lost their jobs. This period

in America was known as the Great

Depression.
2. Distribute Reproducible 1 Not So Great!

Point out the cause and effect chart at the top

of the page. Explain that when people lose

their jobs, more businesses fail because no

one has money to spend.

3. Instruct students to answer the questions in

Part 1. Once they have finished, review the

answers as a class. (Answers: 1. People lose

jobs; 2. People lose jobs; 3. Answers will

vary.)
4. Tell students that people who lost their jobs

during the Depression were sometimes

treated badly just because they were poor.

Explain that when people treat someone

badly just based on simple factors such as

money, race, or where they are from, it is

called prejudice.

5. Tell students that, during the Great

Depression, many people got their news

from newspapers. Newspapers told stories

of people in America who struggled during

the Great Depression. Direct students to

complete Part 2. Remind them that

newspaper headlines should be short, but

must also grab the reader’s attention. If

possible, show examples from a current

newspaper.

Extension:
Invite students to imagine that they are

a young person living during the Great

Depression. Instruct students to write

a letter describing the changes in their town

and in their lives. Remind them to use proper

structure for a formal letter, including heading,

greeting, body, and closing.

Bonus Activity:
To help your students learn about the problems

that people faced in the Great Depression, as

well as how they can help people who are

experiencing similar problems today, distribute

copies of Bonus Activity 1.

Lesson 3: Solving Mysteries!

Time Required: One 40-minute class period

Lesson Objective:
Students will learn about deductive reporting skills and

how to reach logical conclusions while strengthening

reading skills.

Lesson Steps:
1. Tell students that writing an article is sometimes like

solving a mystery. Journalists often need to uncover

important information when writing articles. Explain

that the five Ws are valuable tools in gathering

information for an article or solving a mystery.

2. Describe the stages of solving a mystery: First, make

observations and write them down. Second, rule out

unimportant or misleading clues—these are clues

that won’t help you solve the mystery. Finally, look

at the evidence and use what you know to draw

conclusions.
3. Remind students that it is important to always stick

to the facts. The five Ws can help!

4. Distribute Reproducible 3 Maya and the Missing

Pudding. Instruct students to read the story at the top

of the page. Then, have students answer the

questions in Part 2.

5. Create a 3-column table on the board. Column

headings should read Evidence, Possible Solutions,

and Conclusion. As a class, fill in the table with

information from the story. Ask the students to work

together to solve the mystery of the missing pudding.

Review answers as a class. (Answers: 1. Maya never

mentioned what the snack was, so Marco couldn’t

have known it was pudding unless he took it; 2.

Possible answer: Marco put it there; 3. It looked like

the dog may have taken it; 4. Maya couldn’t have

proven that Marco took the pudding because he

could have known what the snack was by looking

through the bag.)

Extension:
Divide students into groups of three. Instruct each

group to write a mini-mystery for the class. Remind

students to make sure that their stories answer the five

Ws. Once complete, have each group present their

mystery to the class and have the other students solve

the mystery by answering the five Ws.

Bonus Activity:
From the mystery story, your students have learned

that everything may not be exactly what it seems.

Reinforce this lesson by distributing Bonus Activity

3. Review the instructions as a class and help guide

your students through the fact or opinion activity.

(Answers: 1. think, must, bet, imagine; 2. The robber

wore a heavy coat, a watch, muddy shoes, and green

pants; 3. the robber was mean, the chief doesn’t trust

farmers, the robber likes the color blue, the robber

likes potato soup, the chief imagines the robber is

from New York.)

TEACHER OVERVIEW

Culminating Activity:

Distribute the Journalists of the Past! reproducible (back cover) for a fun activity that will bring together all that your students have

learned throughout the program.

PART 2: Write the lead!
The editor wants to read the lead paragraph of your soup kitchen article. He wants to know if it’s good
enough for the front page. The lead should start with an attention-grabbing sentence. The lead paragraph
should answer all of the five Ws.
Use the back of this page to write the lead. Use the facts that you collected at the scene. Remember that
the editor doesn’t want to read your opinions, just the facts!

PART 1: You are a young reporter at the Cincinnati Register during the Great Depression. The
editor gives you your next assignment: “Get down to the soup kitchen. The mayor is giving a
speech at noon.” You get there and hear the mayor asking for donations for people in need. Use the
five Ws to help you gather important facts that you can include in your article.

What are the five Ws?
Journalists use the five Ws to gather factsand write articles:
Who? Tells who the article is about.
What? Explains what event is beingcovered in the article.
When? Tells when the event happened.Where? Tells where the event happened.Why? Explains why the event happened.

Today in the Register“REPORTING: LIVE FROM THE SCENE!”
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PART 2: Answer the following questions on the back ofthis page.

1. How did Marco’s last response help Maya solve the mystery?
2. How do you think the pudding container ended up in thedog dish?

3. The container in the dish was a piece of evidence. Why wasit misleading?

4. How would the story be different if the bag was clear andnot paper?

PART 1: Read the following story. Then, answer the questions below to solve the mystery of the
missing pudding!

Maya went to the supermarket with her mother. While theywere there, Maya bought her favorite kind of dessert: chocolatepudding! As soon as she got home from the store, Maya put thepudding in a paper bag and taped it shut. She wrote “Maya’sTop Secret Package of Danger. Hands off!” on the bag. Shewanted to save the pudding for tomorrow’s snack, along withthe usual carrot, of course.
The next day when she opened the refrigerator, sheshrieked. The bag was gone! All that was left was the lonelycarrot. Where could the pudding be? She calmed herself anddecided to look for clues.

The pudding was not in the cabinets, and she didn’t see an empty container in the trash.
Then she gasped. The container was in the dog dish—empty! The family dog, Daisy, was
nowhere to be seen.

Maya thought that something seemed wrong. “How could Daisy have opened the
pudding?” she said to herself.

Maya decided to explore one more place. She went to her brother’s door and knocked.“Come in,” said Marco.
Maya opened the door, pointed a carrot at her brother, and said, “What happened to my

secret snack?”

He looked at her and said, “I like your sweater. It’s pretty.”“Never mind that,” she said, “I found the empty container in Daisy’s dish.”“Well, chocolate pudding IS her favorite,” Marco responded.“Ah ha!” Maya cried, “I knew you took it!”
Maya had solved the mystery.

Today in the Register“MAYA AND THE MISSING PUDDING”
PageNews................................... 1, 2, 3 & 4Weather............................................... 1Radio Programming........................ 2

Who?

What?

When?

Where?

Why?

Daisy, the familiy dog.

Businesses fail People lose jobs

Poverty

Hunger

Loss of home

Men reading the newspaper during the Great Depression.
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