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Smiles to Go
Written by Jerry Spinelli 

Booktalk!

Will is a freshman who is ruled by science. He believes in the order of things. So 
when a scientific discovery is made that rocks his basic belief system, he is thrown off 
his orbit. 

He has two best friends: BT, a skateboarder who loves to take risks, and Mi-Su, a girl 
he has known forever. The three of them spend every Saturday night together.  
Will’s five-year-old sister, Tabby, is also a constant companion – but she drives him 
absolutely crazy. She adores her big brother but does 
not give him the space he needs. Everyone thinks it’s 
cute … except him. 

Will is a chess champ and needs to practice with 
his father to get ready for the next tournament, but 
his concentration is always broken by Tabby. She 
just never knows when to stop. It is during a chess 
tournament that Tabby does something that rips their 
family’s world apart, and Will painfully learns that 
there are some things for which you cannot plan.

Best for grades 6 and up


