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THE DEEP END
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T+ 4urns out +he ?lace we s+o‘>‘>ed for the h63¥\+
was a \Dublic Park. Little Leasue practice started
first ﬂ\ihs n +)ne morhihg, and we were \Do\rkec}
ria\ﬁ‘ over the \)H‘c\-\erjs mound.
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Luckily, we were able to take off before some kid
broke a +o\i|||'3)n+ with a line drive.

Mom said she didht want a repeat of 7/e5+er&ay
and asked everyohe to think of 50meﬂ-\ih3 we could
do that was Suo\rah-lreed FUN. And that's when
T remembered a billboard T saw the &o\y before.
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The billboard was for +his ?lace called +he ‘Famiy
Adventure Center. Uswlly whenever the word
fo\m.ly 1S \qu'f of SOmeﬂ'\uhS, its a warhmg o

s+a>/ away But +)ne \)uc-h;res on +)ne s.sh made me
+hink +his \>|ace could be DIFFERENT.
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We had +o backtrack about two hours to find the
adventure center, but it didnt rea“y matter since
we weren+ really headed ahyw\'\ere +o beg:h with.

T have 4o sy, +his \)lqce was \Dre++7/ cool. There
were a million activities, and T wanted to do them
ALL.
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But eVeryﬂmhs \'\ac} ah age and he.s\ﬁ' requ:remeh'f
and Mahhy washt all ehous)n to do ahy GOOD

acthvities.
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The ohly ac-hvu-l7/ Mahhy was bas ehoush for was
the Fun Float, where you drifted down the river in
inher tubes. So that's what Mom s.ahec} us up for.

INNER TUBE
RENTALS
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T rea”y wanted to do SOme‘HwihS more exciting,
like rock climbihs, but Mom was dead set on us all

doiha $ome+¥\ih3 as a family.

Mom said the Fun Float would be RELAXING,

and after we \>u+ on our life J'qcke-i's, we Sro\bbecl
+he cooler and a few other ‘H\ihss from the
camper to take with us on the river.

]: )naVe to admit ‘H'\a-l' once we 30+ Soihs, it
WAS kind of re|axih3. Maybe even a little TOO
relaxing. Rodrick fell aslee‘), while Dad answered

work emails and Mom checked in with Mahhy’s

‘)e&ia-friciah.

HIS STOOLS SEEM A
LITTLE RUNNY. SHOULD
I ADD MORE FIBER TO
HIS DIET?

11422
After our exPeriehce with the fish farm 7/es+er5a7/, <
T wasnt crazy about getting into +he water
again. But there were a bunch of other PeoP|e Joihs
‘H\e Fun Floa-t, ‘oo, and I fisurec} if +¥\ere were
any \)irah)nas in the river, -H\e/cl g0 for THEM

before -H\ey’c} 90 for ME.
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So ho ohe was rea||7/ Payihs attention when we T ﬂ'\ouSH' +he trip was gonha take twent

hit a shallow part in the river and came to a minvtes, but it had qlreddy been two HOURS,
complete STOP. We had to take our tubes out with ho end in sia)n-l'. And we rea“y slowed down
of +¥\e water, and it wasnt fun wakihg across a w}\eh we 3o+ stuck be\-\ihd a bis 9roup of People
bunch of s\war\) rocks in our bare feet. Jammihg up the river.
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Once the river 30+ dee\)er, we ‘)u+ the tubes T hit a warm S\)o+ in the water, and TVe been in
back in the water. But my inner tube mustve got ehoush baby pools to know what THAT meant. So
\Duhc+ured in the shallow part, because it was |osih3 when the river got wider T Paddle& my +ube around
air. So T +ook Manny's tube, and we em\)'h'ed +he +hose auys to +r7/ and aet ovt of their wake.

ice out of the cooler so he could use THAT.
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Uhfor+uhq+e|7/ T went a little 400 far and ended
up N a Par-i' of ‘H\e river w}xere +¥\e water was

really ROUGH. And a few seconds later, T got

‘I'ossed from m7/ inher tube.

T+ was ac+uq||>/ ‘Jre‘H)/ SCARY. The water was
moVnhs 'Fo\S‘i‘ So I Pom‘i’ed m7/ feet downstream to

make sure T didnt crack my head open oh a rock.
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T called ouvt for HELP, but the \DeO\ﬂe around me

)nad -Hweir mMuSIc up too loud to even notice.
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M7 ~Fo\mi|7/ tried to save me, but it turns out
ﬂ\e)/’re +o+a||7/ useless in an emersehcy.
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U\) ahead, ‘>eo‘>|e were ?ullihs their inher tubes For a second, T -H'\ous\\‘l' eVeryﬂ-\ihs was going to
out of +¥\e river in -H\e |ahc{ih3 area, So 1 tried be OK. ﬂ\eh 1 hoticed 50me+¥\ih3 Jri{-ﬁhs away
to \)adcﬂe myself over there. from me and realized it was my BATHING SUIT.
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A |ife3uarc{ from the adventure center started
wadihs out after me with a life preserver. And T
knew if T Jus+ ke\ﬁ )nahsihs on to that branch,
shed RESCUE. me.

But the water was moVing oo fast, and T was -
getting \)ulled downstream. M)/ family got out _}/z; .
of the river, and Dad was 7/e||ih3 and pointing _ S —— (o —
at SOmeﬂ\ihs near me. ‘ﬂm-l"s w)neh I Saw a ‘Q‘
J()»'3 branch )nahaiha out over the water, and T ’\/\’}—\ : : -
Sra{){)ed it. _/\\A/—f—\
e — — X —
W W,

But all T could think of were the ?eo‘ﬂe in the
|ahdih3 area who were about 4o see me without my
ba-l')niha suit. And Rodrick was alrea&y recordihs
me with his P\\ohe.
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So T decided the best move was 4o let GO and
take m7/ c)nahces.

Luckily, the water wasnt as rocky downstream,
but it was still moving fast. By the time T was
able o Jrag myseH. onto the shore, T mustve

been a quarter of a mile from the |ahc}ih3 area.

And T never did find my bathing suit, but
ﬂ'\dhk-fu“)/ 1 {ouhcl ‘H’\e COOLER.
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