
�Participating in a book discussion helps young readers
develop all kinds of skills, including:

�Practicing and improving reading skills

�Learning how to work collaboratively

�Organizing and articulating their thoughts out loud

�Gaining a better understanding of the writing process

�Learning strategies for understanding and interpreting a variety 
of literary texts

� Offer a small prize or privilege to the team that makes
the most laps around the Reading Rally circuit by a
certain date. 

� Have a Bagel Bites pizza party to celebrate all of the
players’ reading successes. Be sure to save the UPCs 
for a chance to earn FREE books for their class. Visit
www.scholastic.com/bagelbites for full details.
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� Kick off your Reading Rally with a Bagel Bites 
Pizza Party. Get everyone excited about the Rally
while you munch.

� Divide into groups of 3-5 players. Try to 
create teams of readers with similar interests 
and reading abilities.

� Name the teams. Prompt players to consider 
names that highlight a unique characteristic of 
the group. Offer a few name ideas, for example a 
trio of food fans might decide that they are “The 
Brain Foodies.”

� Help each team create a list of five or more books
to read and discuss. Plan a visit to the library where
each team can meet with the librarian for ideas. The
teams should also try to include a few choices that are
outside their “specialty.”

� Establish a place where each team can meet.
Define a regular meeting schedule.

Rev Up1

Motivate, team up, and get everyone ready to read! Follow these steps to get everyone involved.

Get Players
On Track
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� Print the Let the Reading
Rally Begin poster and
assemble as shown.

� Print the Reading Rally 
Game Cards, then distribute
to each of the teams. 

� Have each team customize
their Reading Rally game
piece to use on the poster. 
Encourage players to be 
creative with their designs.

� Place the poster on a wall and invite reading teams
to tack their game pieces on the starting line.

� Allow reading teams time to meet so that they can
select books, read them, and work through the
Reading Rally Game Cards. The questions on the
cards are meant to be conversation starters. 

� Explain that players must complete an entire lap
around the game board for every book they read
and discuss.

� Try these tips to make the game more competitive:

�Add a Rally Tally Scoreboard. Teams receive a point when
they complete a lap. You can also award extra credit points
for teams that do an extra special job answering questions,
decorating their buggy, showing enthusiasm in their book
discussions, etc. The team with the most points at the end
of the Rally Tally wins.

�Create a Checkered Flag Game Token. Draw a checkered
flag, then photocopy, cut and glue onto toothpicks and

give as tokens for each completed card. The team with
the most checkered flags at the end of the Reading

Rally wins.

Start your   
Reading Rally 

& Talk About Books
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